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(54) RAIN SENSOR 



surface of the substrate 2 in a mutually facing state by screen 
printing. The substrate 2 closes the top opening of a thin box 4 and 
a detecting circuit 5 is provided on the bottom of the box 4, with 
the input terminal section of the circuit 5 being connected to the 
electrodes la and lb. The circuit 5 is provided with a CR oscillation 
circuit and outputs the change of the capacitance between the 
electrodes 1 and lb when water drops 6 adhere to the detecting 
surface 3 after converting the change into the change of the 
oscillation frequency of the oscillation circuit. Thus the circuit 
detects the change of the oscillation frequency and outputs rainfall 
signals by issuing alarms, turning on red lamps, etc. Since the 
detecting surface 3 has an excellent deterioration resistance and the 
electrodes la and lb do not receive the water drops 6 directly and 
have excellent deterioration resistances, the rain sensor can be 
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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a 
rain sensor which hardly deteriorates 
by arranging a pair of comb-shaped 
electrodes la and lb on the rear 
surface of a ceramic substrate 2 
having a detecting surface on its 
front side in a mutually facing state 
and detecting water drops adhering to 
the detecting surface of the sensor 
from the change of the capacitance 
between both electrodes. 
SOLUTION: The rain sensor is 
constituted by forming the surface of 
a ceramic substrate 2 as a detecting- 
surface 3 and forming comb-shaped 
electrodes la and lb on the rear 
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